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And
Son
A Photo Road Trip To Oregon
By Daryl Hawk

Painted Hills Of Central Oregon

These striking hills are composed of volcanic ash. I used a 200mm
lens to create an abstract landscape.

Coquille Lighthouse

Patience paid off here as I waited for the weather to clear for this
early morning shot. The added bonus was the soaring seagulls.

Note: Daryl’s photos are featured on
pages 118 and 119, while Justin’s are
featured on 120 and 121.
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After 30 years of making a living

Photos © Daryl Hawk

Cannon Beach

Sunset light was perfect for this colorful shot with an intentional silhouette of the
dramatic formations.

Crater Lake

As the sun rose I worked rapidly to capture many different perspectives of this dramatic scene.

as a professional photographer I
reached another milestone this past
July—I traveled with my 17-year-old
son Justin around the entire state
of Oregon, our goal being to create
an in-depth documentary of this
beautiful state. We had never before
traveled together solely as a photo
team. This trip served as another
milestone for me—it would be my first
photo trip with my new Canon digital
camera, having finally said goodbye to
my beloved manual Nikon SLRs and
Fujichrome slide film.
I had once sworn I would never
give up my manual cameras, but
when I added up the cost of film and
Shutterbug

|

119

Creativity

personal project
processing, never mind that it
is much more difficult to get
now, digital seemed extremely
appealing. And while I always
loved the craft of using film and
seeing the slides on my light box,
I was excited by this new phase in
my career.
Justin, on the other hand,
was an experienced digital
photographer so I knew his
insight would come in handy on
our journey together. Justin’s
enthusiasm was contagious and
I soon realized there were many
advantages to digital besides the
cost. I vowed to be very open to
the exciting new world of
digital photography.
Having traveled to and
photographed nearly every state in
the country, Oregon had been one
of the few that eluded me. Our plan
was to become immersed for long
periods of time in scenic locales
and experience the best of what
Oregon has to offer. Raging rivers,
powerful waterfalls, colorful rock
formations, deserts, enormous
sand dunes, snow-covered
mountains, sapphire blue lakes,
and a stunning coastline—all
can be found in Oregon.
The first major change I
noticed with digital was that I was
shooting twice as many pictures
than I would have with film. I
knew that would translate into
more postproduction work with
editing later on; nevertheless,
I have to admit that I did enjoy
seeing my images every step of
the way and tweaking exposures
and settings if necessary.
Much to my delight, I soon
realized that my style of shooting
documentaries would not have to
change with digital. Photography,
film or digital, is all about finding
the right subject matter in the
right light and composing it in
innovative ways.
As we traveled and
photographed together, Justin
and I loved comparing our photos
and seeing how our perspectives
varied. Throughout the day there
were instances where Justin
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Painted Hills

A wide-angle lens helped capture the expanse and unique colors of the landscape.

Oregon Coastline

The man kneeling in the foreground along with the early morning fog created a sense of mystery and
wonderment. I photographed this in black and white to add a surreal dimension to the image.
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Coquille Lighthouse, Bandon

The horizontal orientation of this photograph was effective in capturing the swaying grass in the
foreground and the sky in the background. By crouching down I was able to shoot from a unique angle.

Rodeo Near Crater Lake

The distinct logos and patterns on this saddle captured my attention at a roadside rodeo near Crater Lake.
I chose to shoot it in black and white to emphasize the details and textures.

was the first to see a striking
photograph and others where
I led the way. In some locales,
he would shoot extreme
close-ups and I would concentrate
on wide-angle shots.
There were many times
when photographing dramatic
landscapes that I really
appreciated that I was not
going to have to change a roll
of film at a key moment. This
was especially true when I was
trying to capture the fleeting
light at sunrise and sunset.
Justin was more experimental
with his images and liked taking
risks with certain shots. He was
very generous with his time,
helping me to learn and evaluate
new photographic concepts and
skills, such as hand holding at
slow shutter speeds. I found this
much easier to do since I was
able to get instant feedback on
the LCD monitor.
As we got into the rhythm of
our road trip and photography
expedition I started gaining
more confidence with my digital
camera. I came to realize that
change is often for the better.
Even as we headed back home
it felt good to not have to worry
about getting the film through
x-ray machines at the airport.
All in all I came to
understand that there are
milestones in one’s career, and
I will always look back at my
Oregon trip as a turning point
in my life. Justin and I realized
that we travel well together
and can spur each other on
creatively. The adventures,
magical experiences, and body
of work we created will always
be something we will cherish for
the rest of our lives.
Photographs ensure that we
will never forget the simple,
quiet beauty that is part of our
everyday life. As long as there
are new places to see and new
roads to travel, my photography
will continue to excite and
rejuvenate me. This is a way of
life for me that I wouldn’t trade
for anything in the world. My
only hope is that Justin will be
able to join me for many more
journeys to come. n
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